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Figure 2

Yolo Basin Foundation
Board of Directors, June 1998

The following is a listing of the board of directors with a brief description of their
professional affiliations:

John Anderson  University of California, Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (retired)
Yolo Co. Resource Conservation District, associate director
Founding member Calif. Native Grass Association
Owner, Hedgerow Farms,
Farmer actively involved in native habitat restoration and
commercial production of native grass seed for restoration.

Manny Carbahal  Chief Financial Officer, YBF Executive Committee
Certified Public Accountant, Carbahal & Co.
Yolo County Chamber of Commerce
Yolo County Fair Board of Directors
Budget Committee, Davis Joint Unified School District

Robin Kulakow Secretary,
Executive Director
Masters of Administration, UC Davis
Putah Creek Council, treasurer
Cache Creek Conservancy board of directors

Mike Lien Walker, Donant and Company (builders & developers)
L&D Landfill, L&D Recycling
Yolo County Solid Waste Advisory Committee

Betsy Marchand  Yolo County Board of Supervisors (retired)
Special Projects Coordinator,
Yolo-Solano Flood Control & Water Conservation District
Governmental Affairs, Families First

Frank MacBride  YBF Executive Committee
President, MacBride Realty Co., Sacramento
Landowner, Yolo Bypass duck club
Sacramento Rotary Club

Ken Noack Jr. KVIE Public Television, Board of Directors
Rotary club of Sacramento, Board of Directors
Sacramento Society for the Blind, Board of Directors
Land Broker, Bishop Hawk, Sacramento
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David Rosenberg Yolo County Supervisor, District 4
Attorney-at-Law
Former Mayor of Davis
Commission, California Council on Criminal Justice

Susan Sanders Ph.D., Zoology, UC Davis
Consulting wildlife biologist (freelance)
Former president, Yolo Audubon Society
Former co chair, Putah Creek Council

Bob Schneider West Davis Associates (land development)
Ridge Builders Group, owner
Sierra Club California, executive committee
Davis Chamber of Commerce
UC Davis Chancellors Club
Rotary Club of Davis

Paul Simmons President, YBF Executive Committee
Attorney at law, De Cuir and Somach, Sacramento
Sacramento Rotary Club

Meg Stallard Vice-president, YBF Executive Committee
Vice President, Woodland School Board
League of Women Voters
UC Davis Alumni Association, Board of Directors
UC Davis Chancellors Club

Chris Unkel California Nature Conservancy, Director, California
Wetlands Program
Central Valley Habitat Joint Venture, Board of Directors

Lois Wolk Mayor , City of Davis(retired)
Yolo County Board of Supervisors (elected)
Council liaison for water and wetlands
Member, Yolo County Water Resources Association
Davis Chamber of Commerce
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Elected Officials:

Congressman Vic Fazio
722-B Main

Woodland CA 95695
(530)666-5521

Helen Thomson
Assemblywoman, Eighth District
State Capitol

Sacramento, CA 95814
(©916)445-8368

Betsy Marchand

Yolo County Board of Supervisors,
retired

926 Craig Place

Davis CA 95616

(530)756-0521

Lois Wolk
Mayor

City of Davis
1209 Colby
Davis CA 95616
(530)756-9655

Meg Stallard

Vice Chair

Woodland School Board
10 Toyon Drive
Woodland CA 95695
(530)666-0154

Governmental Agencies:

Doug Wheeler
Secretary

Resources Agency
1416 Ninth Street
Sacramento CA 95814
(916)654-2753

Dave Paullin

Coordinator

Central Valley Habitat Joint Venture
2233 Wart Ave, Suite 375
Sacramento CA 95825-0509
{916)979-2085
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Col. Dorothy K. Klasse
District Engineer

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
1325 J Street

Sacramento CA 95814
(916)557-7490

Ryan Broddrick

Deputy Director

Department of Fish & Game
1416 Ninth Street
Sacramento CA 95814
(916)653-0991

Walter Yep

Chief

Planning Division

U.S. Ammy Corps of Engineers
1325 J Street

Sacramento CA 95814
(916)557-6699

Bank Curtis

Regional Manager
Department of Fish & Game
1701 Nimbus Road '
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670
(916)358-2883

Non-profit Conservation Organizations:

Bill Gaines

California Waterfowl Association
4630 Northgate Boulevard, Suite 150
Sacramento CA 95834
648-1406

Ron Stromstad

Director of Operations

Ducks Unlimited, Inc.

3074 Gold Canal Drive

Rancho Cordova CA 95670-6116
852-2000

Ann Brice

Executive Director

Cache Creek Conservancy
34490 County Road 25
Woodland CA 95695
(530)661-1070
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University of California:

Sid England
Environmental Planner
Mrak Hail

UC Davis

Davis CA 95616
(530)752-2432

Peter Moyle

Professor

University of California

Wildlife, Fish and Conservation Biology
Davis CA 95616

{530)752-6355

Education:

Barbara Wells
Principal

Pioneer School
5215 Hamel Drive
Davis CA 95616
(530)757-5480

Private Sector:

Fred Teichert

Executive Director

Teichert Foundation

P.O. Box 15002
Sacramento CA 95851-1002
484-3011, 484-3364
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- ITEM 7 .
CRIMINATION COMPLIANCE STATEMENT [

FANT AME

The company named above (hereinafter referred to as "prospective contractor”) hereby certifies, unless
specifically exempted, compliance with Government Code Section 12990 (a-f) and California Code of
Reguladons, Tite 2, Division 4, Chapter 5 in matters relating to reporting requirements and the
development, implementation and maintenance of a Nondiscrimination Program. Prospective contractor
agrees not to unlawfully discriminate, harass or allow harassment against any employee or applicant for
employment because of sex, race, color, ancestry, religious creed, national origin, disability (including
HIV and AIDS), medical condition (cancer), age, marital status, denial of family and medical care leave
and denial of pregnancy disability leave.

CERTIFICATION

I, the official named below, hereby swear that I am duly authorized to legally bind the prospective
contractor to the above described certification. I am fully aware that this certification, executed on the
date and in the county below, is made under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California.

-17~98 Yolo

W%MM

T EX e cotrve D recter

ROSPECTIVE CONTRACTOR'S LEGAL BUSINESS NAME

Yolo Bagin ?:OUnala'ﬁan; Tinc., _
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Yolo Flyway Newsletter
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Figure 6

Yolo Basin Foundation Background Flyer
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“There is no challenge facing this country that we cannot meet
if we will just do what you have done here.”

—President Bill Clinton at the dedication ceremony for the
Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area, November 15, 1997

en you drive on Interstate 80 east toward the
Yolo Causeway between Davis and Sacramento,
C c you may see the large sign identifying the Yolo
Basin Wetlands. That sign with the logos of the many Yolo
Basin partners marks the location of one of the nation’s
most exciting developments in nature conservation and pub-
lic education. The Yolo Basin Wetlands, officially known
as the Yolo Bypass State Wildlife Area, is the largest pub-
lic/private restoration project west of the Everglades, 3,700
acres of land in the Yolo Bypass floodway have been con-
verted to wetlands and other habitats.

When President Bill Clinton visited on November 15 to
dedicate this remarkable Area, he hailed the project as a
national model for meeting the challenge of “trying to grow
owr economy and lift our standard of living while improv-
ing, not diminishing, our environment.” He acknowledged
the extraordinary collaboration and effort that have en-
abled this mosaic of seasonal and year round ponds, grass-
lands and riparian forest - covering six square miles and
home to nearly 200 species of birds - to thrive alongside
Interstate 80, one of America’s busiest people throughways,
next to a bustling metropolitan area and in the heart of one
of the country’'s richest agricultural areas.

Biclogists for the California Department of Fish and Game,
the new managers, have opened portions of the area to
the public for wildlife viewing and waterfowl hunting. The
Yolo Basin Foundation is pleased to have reached this mile-
stone and is offering numerous opportunities to introduce
people to the Wildlife Area,

Yolo Basin Foundation was founded in 1990 as a com-
munity based organization to assist in the establishment of
the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area. The Foundation is a non-
profit public benefit corporation dedicated to educating and
inspiring people about wetlands and wildlife of the Central
Valley. Its 15-member board of directors represents a di-
verse group of interests, from agriculture and waterfowl con-
servation to local government and the business community.
It is universally credited with being the driving force behind
the partnership that created the Yolo Basin Wetlands project.
Yolo Basin Foundation continues as the cornmunication link
between the many people and orgahizations involved in
creating and managing the wildlife area.

A principal goal of the Foundation is facilitating environ-
mental education in the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area. Now that
the restoration of the wildlife area is complete, the Founda-
tion is ready to move forward with its educational mission.
We want to share this spectacular resource with the world.

In August 1997 we held the first of our Discover the
Flyway teacher workshops. The purpose of this new pro-
gram is to introduce Sacramento area teachers to the Wild-
life Area so that they can bring their classes out for exciting

January 1998
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and productive field studies. Each teacher is given a hand-
book with background information and suggested hands-
on field and class activities for enhancing their studies.
The fifty teachers attending the first workshops plan to
take their classes to the Wildlife Area at least once this
year. Over 600 second through sixth-graders visited the
wildlife Area between October and December, more than
halfway toward our goal of 800 students during the 1997-
98 school year. Construction is underway for a three-acre
demonstration wetland that will serve as an easily acces-
sible outdoor classroom. Additional Discover the Fly-
way workshops will be scheduled in the future. The Foun-
dation is also recruiting and training a cadre of volunteers
to participate by assisting teachers or getting involved in
other aspects of the program.

ther educational programs underway include:

sponsoring the fifth annual California Duck Days

- a two-day waterfow] and wetlands festival in the
heart of the Pacific Flyway to be held February 7-8, 1998;
publishing the Yolo Flyway newsletter; maintaining a web
page at www.yolobasin.org; bringing wetlands education
into the schools with our Wild About Wetlands classroom
kits; and, introducing people to the natural places in the
community through field trips. This year we are offering
tours of the wildlife area once a month in partnership with
Yolo Audubon Society.

In addition to our educational programs, the Foundation
recently established a working group to plan for the build-
ing and operation of an internationally recognized Pacific
Flyway Center near the wildlife Area. Costs are estimated
at $10 million to create a world-class visitor center.

The establishment of the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area and
the work of the Foundation have been widely regarded as
a model for planning and completion of other wetland
projects in the Yolo Bypass. The bypass is a key compo-
nent of the habitat restoration planned as part of the Cal/
Fed Bay Delta Accord process now underway, and is a
vital element of the Central Valley Habitat Joint Venture's
habitat restoration goals. The Foundation will be an im-
portant local player in implementing these many plans.



BUILDING ON SUCCESS

he Foundation has a2 proven record of success. Qur efforts
I have been recognized in many ways. In August 1995, over
150 people autended a groundbreaking celebration at the Yolo
Basin Wetlands site. There the Foundation was presented with a
National Wetlands Conservation Award from the US Fish and Wild-
life Service. At that ceremony, Secretary of the Interior Bruce Bab-
bitt lauded our success at creating the largest wetlands restoration
project west of the Everglades.

Other awards to the Foundation include the Award for Excel-
lence in nonprofit management given by the San Francisco-based
Management Center and The People at Chevron. At the State of
Estuary Conference in October, 1996, the Foundation was recog-
nized for outstanding implementation of the Comprehensive Con-
servation Management Plan for the San Francisco Bay Estuary. In
1997, California Duck Days was honored at the State of the Sacra-
mento Watershed Conference for excellence in education.

Our dream is to reach all the children in the region, and let thém e
experience for themselves the joy of seeing 100,000 geese and swans

in a vast wetland. We feel that the most crucial element in conse
vation of wildlife resources is to make the next genera-
tion understand why wildlife hab1tat deserves protec—' .

be doing as Americans on the edge of o new century bt how y
we should be doing it.” o

3 ';?re_s‘i;:t_emf}sm Clinton

PO ch 943 Davis, CA 95617

(530) 756—7248 '

Viblt our website at www.yolobasin.org

For Discover the Fiyway or ﬁeld mp lnformatmn call (5307758-1018; email ﬂywayyb@yolobasm org

For Duck Days information call: (800)425-5001 ar {530)758-1286; email: duckdays@yolobasin.org

For Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area access information contact State Fish & Game Wildlife Area Headquarters
at (530)757-2461; 45211 County Road 32B (Chiles), Davis, CA 95616

Staff: Robin Kulakow, Executive Director; Liz Merry, Program Coordinator;
Bob Schneider, Pacific Flyway Center Coordinator; Administrative assistants: Mickey Barlow and Iris Tennenbaum

Tax Status: 501(c)3 nonprofit public benefic corporation; Tax ID # 68-02306311
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Wetlands Victory

Massive effort takes shape as Sacramento-area bird refuge

For more than a century, farmers and devel-
opers have transformed California’s wetlands
and marshes inte cropland and housing tracts.
Only about 5% of-the state’s original wetlands
remain. But now, in a cooperative venture that
is a model {or the rest of California, part of the
Sacramento Valley has been returned to a more
natural state as the 3,400-acre Yolo Bypass
Wildlife Area.

More than eight years of effort, including
habitat deveiopment costing $17 million, will
culminate Saturday with President Clinton's
dedication of the new refuge in the Yolo
Bypass, a massive flood control channel just
west of Sacramento. The area will he managed
by the state Department of Fish and Game as a
new stopping ground for the hundreds of thou-
sands of waterfow] migrating along the Pacific
Flvway.

The lesson of the Yolo refuge, Secretary of
Interior Bruce Babbitt said when construction
began, is that "agriculture, wildlife and a
dynamic urban area can work together.”

The two-mile-wide bypass, essentially a
huge ditch, was originally built to carry flood-
waters of the Sacramento River around the

capital during winter storms. In dry periods, the
table-flat land is planted in crops. For years,
enviropmentalists have sought ways to make
portions of the bypass more amenable to
migratory hirds, including ducks, geese, swans,
cranes and even eagles. But the project was
immensely complicated. Land had to he pur-
chased from private owners. State and federal
flood control agencies had to be convinced that
new wildiife habitat could be created without
impeding flood flows. The participants had to
work around endangered species laws.

At the center of the effort was the volunteer
Yolo Basin Foundation. Others involved
included Ducks Unlimited, a hunters organiza-
tion, and the state and federal agencies dealing
with flood control and wildiife management.
Financing was a joint federal-state effort.

Shoreline areas have been made habitat-
friendly by dredging and bulldozing. Ponds
were built and sustained through the use of
dikes, pumps and channels, Educational tours
are beginning. Otficials call it the largest wet-
land restoration praject west of the Florida
Everglades. Build a model like this and the
birds will come, on whispering wings.
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In search of ...

am left, Karlelgh Rose, Helen Yasko and Monlca Ordonez use
yir binoculars to get a closer look at hirds in the Yolo Bypass
Idlite Area during a field trip to the site east of Davis We,dnes-
y morning. The girls are students in Dorothy Petersen’s sec-

ond-grade ciass at Pioneer Elementary School. Their visit was
one of the first offered through the Yolo Basin Foundation's
new Discover the Flyway educational prograsn. For delaiis, see
story on Page A-2.

Schoolchildren discover
the Yolo Bypass flyway

[ fdundabug!" was one ofthe ter, plahted sedges in the mu
most common exclamations from  and  walked the “Un-Natur
Belinda Kesser's second-grade Trail” during their two-hour fiel

cinss as they initiated the Discov-
er the Flyway program in the Yolg

| Bypass Wildlife Area for the first

time lastFriday. . ... ..,
‘The "children searched wet- -

i--land - water:for protozoan -crea-

trip to the Wildlife Areq,

Jean Rissman, a teacher at §i)
veyville Primary Sehool in Dixon
led ‘the first classtoom sedg

J

planting in the area.

tures, explored the difference be-

. tween natural and nem-natural

items, and were thrilled by the
bresence of blue herons, great

- egrets and many flocks of dueks
flying into the Wildlife Area for
their winter layover,

The Discover the Flyway pro-
gram started in late August, when
47 elementary school .teachers

‘were trained how to use the
Wildlife Area ag an outdoor elass-
room for their students.

“The teachers are very enthu-
siastic aboit the opportunity to
use this new resource” said
Dorothy Petersen, a second-grade

icacher at Fioneer Elementary
_ School, She brought her students~ abg

 to the Wetlands on Wednesday to

add the bands-on experience of

the placeto her classroom lessons
abotit water, wildlife and the en-

ronment.

P S
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ot ¥ i

Davis gﬂ‘\‘@“f@ W&~
o\ /a9F

“i"Her students sampled the wa-

““The children- enjoyed -the
mud and the critters,” Rissmar
said, “and I believe they will re
member this trip for a very long
time.”

Cornflower Farms donated the
spreuted sedge plants that were
planted by the children, and the
California Department of Fish
and Game coordinated the planti-
ngeffort.

The Discover the Flyway pro-
gram provides support for the
teachers who completed the ini-
tial workshops by providing
learning materials And volunteer
asgistance. -~ - ¥
. 'The Yolo Basin Foundation in-

“tend A e

ut the wetlands for teachers,
parenis and voluntesrs’ intereit-
ed in belping with the field trips
int November. Anyone interested

. inyolunteering, or teachersinter-
ested in visiting the wétlands,

‘should call 7883018, 15 31¥35 1.
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“You ought to be very proud of (this project) and also
draw confidence from this that there is no challenge
facing this country today that we cannot face.” C
— President Clinton )

Clinton praises
wetlands project

\bove, President Clinton IHite his binoculars to view
he wildlife during a tour of the Yolo Bypass Wildlife
irea on Saturday morning. Joining Clinton on the
valking tour are, from left, Deputy interior Secretary

p Rain can’t dampen spirits
s president acknowledges
his public-private venture

| More stories, pholos on Page A-B

y MELANIE TURNER
nterprise statf writer

Robin Kulakow of Davis never imag-
ted she would walk alongside the presi-
ent of the United States through the wet-

lands she holds so deartoher hoart.

But under dark skies and drizzle, and
tramping throtgh the mud, Kulakow, ox-
ecutive director of the Yolo Basin Foun-
dation, pointed out various bird speeies to
President Clinten on Saturday.

Clinton, who eame to Davis to formally
dedicate the 3,700-acre wildlife area.
called il a model (or dealing with many of
thenation's problems. The delicate agree-
ment meshing endangered species and
flaod control interests may set precedent

John Garamendi, who once represented Davis in the
state Senate, farmer Greg Schmid, who used to raise
crops on the acreage now restored as wetlands, Rep.
Vic Fazio, D-West Sacramento, and Aobin Kulzkow of

for future projects.

The public-private project shows that
wildlife, Mood control and agriculure can
cn-exist in a largely urban setting,

Clinton said the project is the “embodi-
ment of not only what we should be doing
as Americans on the edge of the 21st Cen-
tury, but how we should be doingit.”

Clinton added that those who made it
happen should be prowd.

“You ought to be very proud of it and
also draw confidence from this that there

Mark Bullard/The Enterprise

the Yolo Basin Foundation. At top, Clinton greets
some of the invited guests who braved wind and rain
— and who waited far hours in the cold and mud —to
attend the dedicatlon ceremony.

is no challenge facing this country today
that we cantint face.” he said while ad-
dressing the 1000 people who attended
the wetlands dedication.

Clinton arrived via motorcade afker Air
Force One touched down at MeClellan Air
Foree Base. The president’s 26-car motor-
cade drove along a levee road to the wet-
lands, located in a flood control channel
south of Interstate 80 and east of Davis.

See CLINTON, Page A-9
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Continued from Page A-1

Attendance at the event was by invita-
tion only. Attendees included local elect-
ed officials, and family and friends of the
organizations that helped turn the eight-
year project into a reality.

They left cold and wet, butuplifted.

“I'm still coming to grips with the fact
that this truly is a national resource.
Right here in Yolo County,” said Dave
Rosenberg of Davis, chairman of the Yolo
County Board of Supervisors.

Commonly referred to as the Putah
Sinks, the area serves as a rest stop along
the Pacific Flyway, a route used annually
by thousands of migratory birds. Some of
the land is reserved for hunting, hiking
and wildlife watching, while other areas
are sealed off as a wildlifz sanctuary.

On Saturday, Clinton donned a red
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers cap, a blue-
green windbreaker and khakis. He stood
atop a podium in the rain with a grassy
pond as a backdrop, recognizing the
cooperative efforts of public and private
partnerships.

The result — the Yolo Bypass Wildlife
Area — is now the largest wetlands
restoration project east of the Florida
Everglades.

Clinton said the [and reminded him of
his home state.

“When 1 crossed that levee today, 1
thought I was back home in Eastern
Arkansas, and I kept waiting for someone
to get me my waders and a gun to go duck
hunting.”

Clinton said one of the biggest chal-
lenges the nation will have to face is how
to increase our economy while improv-
ing, not diminishing our environment.
Whereas once people thought the envi-
ronment would “take care of itself,” or
thought, “It's a necessary price we'll have
to pay,” now we know better, he said.

Many observers of the long process
agree that without the tireless work of
Kulakow, 40, and the Yolo Basin Founda-
tion, the project would have washed away
long ago.

A group of people from Yolo Audubon
Society and Putah Creek Council, inelud-
ing Ted Beedy and Steve Chainey, first
conceived of the idea in 1989 for re-creat-
ing a wetlands habitat.

The Yolo Basin Foundation is a non-
profit corporation dedieated to educat-
ing people about wetlands and wildlife. It
formed that same year to promote the
establishment of the wildlife area.

Around 1900, the area was developed
into a facility for diverting Sacramento
River floodwaters away from the city and
into the Delta.

Kulakow picked up the project after

“(Rep. Vic Fazio)has beentrulythe major

supporter and sponsor of this effort. No matter
what obstacle was thrown up against it, he
mandaged to negotiate a solution through consensus
and compromise. And it’s quite a legacy for him, I

believe. And for all of us.”

M
M

— Davis Mayor Lois Wolk

Nl
i

some initial discussions and invited
more people to join in their vision. Even-
tually, she quit her job as a 50ils scientist
with the state to be a full-time volunteer
on the project,

Later, volunteers managed to con-
vince the state and federal government of
the proiect’s value. The wetlands restora-
tion project ultimately was created with
state, federal and private support. The

federal government contributed $12 mil-

lion of the $17 million cost, with the state’
contributing the balance.

Alter years of negotiations between
the Army Corps of Engineers, private
organizations, the Central Valley Habitat
Joint Venture Coalition, the state Recla-
mation Board, Department of Water
Resources, state Department of Fish and
Game and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice, an agreement was reached to bal-
ance the needs of floodplain managers
and environmentalists.

The Yolo Basin Foundation helped to
negotiate an agreement among all the
agencies that addressed their concerns
about endangered species and manage-
ment of vegetation and recognized the
first function of the bypass as flood con-
trol.

Many on Saturday, including Clinton,
thanked Rep. Vic Fazie, D-West Sacra-
mento, for his constant support of this
and other environmental efforts, Fazio
worked to secure federal Funds for the
project.

“Vic has been truly the major suppert-
er and sponsor of this effort,” Davis May-
or Lois Wolk said afterwards. “No matter
what obstacle was thrown up against it,
he managed to negotiate a solution
through consensus and compromise. And
it's quite a legaey for him, I believe, And
forallofus.™

Fazio has spoken many times before
the people of Yolo County about wetlands
issues. Buthe said he's never had a better
time doing it than he did onr Saturday.

“I don't think I've ever had more fun
than the day I brought along the presi-
dent of the United States,” Fazio told the
crowd.

W

" The permanent ponds in the hypass
already are attracting more waterfowd
than ever before. Almost 10,000 ducké
showed up one recent morning in ong

‘small area of the wetlands that' wasu’t

flooded last year. '

Less than 5 percent of California’s his-
torical -wetlands remam today, Fazm
said. * -

The wetlands project mimics seasona)
flooding, explained Bill Gaines, dlrectar
of government affairs and chairman df
the Central Valley Habitat Joint Venture

“In essence, you're farming for ducks,?
Games said. “You build it and they wx}l
come.”

Ten years ago, waterfowl popuIatmnﬁ
had dropped to about 50 million birds on
the North American continent. Already,
because of similar efforts inspired by the
North American Waterfow] Management
Plan signed by the United States and
Canada, and with some help from mother
nature, those numbers are up to from 90
to 100 million birds of various SDBCIES’
Gaines said.

Ground work on the Yolo Bypass
Wildlife Area project hegan two years
ago. For starters, an eight-acre riparian
forest was planted. It's now thriving:
Some trees are as tall asseven feet. Earth
in the bypass has been sculpted intg
large, shallow ponds. N

Contractors under the supervision of
Ducks Unlimited did the earth-moving
work to create the thousands of acres of
seasomal and permanent ponds thaf
make up the wildlife area. The U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and Ducks Unllmlteq
also contributed to the project’s con?
struction,

Oversight of the area was transferred
Saturday to Fish and Game.

Clinton said efforts like the Yold
Bypass Wildiife Area will actually help
the state conserve water by, as one exam.4
ple, using less water runoffin the future

“You're doing the right thing and
you're deing it in the right way,” he told
the audience.

“.I've seen a ghmpse of Amencas
!‘uture and I like it.” .. o

d
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Diverse partnerships work to producé united results

by Robin Kulakow

ometimes, well-meaning communi-
ty activists and volunieers are sty-

mied even before they begin a
large-scale project: They realize their
anly chance of success lies in bringing
topgether a group thet seems impossibly
diverse. Take heart — if we could do it,
S0 can you!

One of the most important lessons I've
learned from my invelvement with the
Yolo Basin Foundation the past eight
years is that when it comes ta the right
cause, the most diverse partnerships
can not only “work” - they can produpe
historic results.

Our foundation is a coalition of local,
staie and federal government agencies,
elected officials and conservation
groups, environmentalists, biclogists,
engincers, duck hunters, farmers, land-
owners and inlerested citizens - all of
whom happen to care about restoring
wetlunds and educating people about
the importance of preserving wildlife
habitats.

Even our 15member board of diree-
tars reflects our diversity. It includes
& retired professor who 1s a farmer, &
certified public accountant, Realtors,
land brokers, builders, biologists, busi-
ness Jeaders and elected officials. We
came together from all across the politi-
cal spectrum to ereate what is now ac-

POINT OF VIEW

Robin Kulakow
L]
She says applying
basic business prn-
ciples was a key to
the Yolo Basin
Foundation's contin-
ued viability

knowledged as the largest wetlands res-
toration project west of the Everglades,

The Wildlife Area we've worked to pre-

serve is strategically located in the een-
ter of the Pacific Flyway, the interna-
tional highway for birds as they travel
south from the Arctic, Aluska and Cana-
da to their winter homes in California’s
Central Valley or on to Mexico and
South America. It's a patchwork quilt

of seasenal and year-round ponds. grass-
iands and riparian forest covering six
square miles — an area that nearly 200
species of birds call home, Remarkably,
this unigue area is right alongside Inter-
state 86, nexi te a major metropolitan
area and within one of the nation’s rich-
est agriculiural areas.

When President Clinton visited here
on Nov. 15 to dedicate the Yolo Bypass
Wildlife Area, he hailed the project as
u national mode] for meeting the chal-
lenge of “trying to grow our econamy and
lift our standard of living while improv-
ing, not diminishing, our environment.”

8o what, exactly did we do — and why
shouldn't others do it as weil?

The most imporiant point is that even
though we’re uniquely disparate as indi-
viduals, we've always been single mind-
edly solution-orienied as a group. We
selected a very focused goal and stuck
to1t.

From the inception of our efforts, all
possible stakeholders have been in-
volved in decision-making.

A key to our eperation’s continued via-
bility is that we've applied the basic
principles of business to this not-for-
profit operation. That means having &
business plan, & budger and attainable
geals, In fact, for me, running the Yolo
Bazsin Foundation is similar to operating
a small business — albeit, ore fortunate
to huve hundreds of volunteers willing
to spend hours licking stamps and mak-
ing phone calls to attorneys. engineers,
scientists and other professionals willing
to dunale their expertise whenever the
prajeci threatened to get bogged down.

Today, our Califarnia Duck Days cele-
bration — a two-day waterfow] and wet-

lands festival enjoying its fifth success-
ful season Feb. 7-8 — 15 the largest such -
even! in the nation. It mobilizes hun-
dreds of volunteers and professionals

to supplement its austere budget.

In the first quarter of its existence,
our Discover the Flyway educational
program intreduced 600 children to the
Wildlife Area, which 15 more than half-
way wward our annual goal of BOO stu-
dents. Second- through sixth-graders
and ther feachers are flocking to the
area from schools throughout the region.
Construction is under way for a two-acre
demonstration wetland that will serve
as an outdoor ¢lassroom for students of
all ages.

Qur coalition is now commitied te rais-
ing $10 millien to realize cur next goal:
The creation and operation of an inter-
nationally recognized Pacific Flyway
Center near the Wildlife Area.

If there’s a ventral theme to all of this,
I'd ¥ike to urge anyone who has ever
been frustrated at organizing a worthy
grass-roots effort to remember these
simple ruies that have allowed us to be-
gin 1o achieve our goals:

1. Den't sel out to create a graup of like-
minded individuals. Diversity doesn’t
have to mean adversity — and when other
voices are encouraged to speak up, it's
truly amazing how creative and prohlem-
solving a group can be.

2. Run your effort, no matter how small,
like a pood business. Be mindful of batiom
lines and market realittes. The mare pro-
fessionally run your effort i= percejved
to be, the more willing individuals and -
businesses will be to work with you.

3. Dot quit while you're ahead. For
many of us, having President Clinton visit
our project and speak glowingly of it could
have been a climax instead of 2 new be-
ginning. We teel that having the world's
attention, we can concentrate on what
we started out to do: educate the next gen-
eration of Americans about the impor- -
tanee of preserving wetlands and ather
wildlife habitats. If our children lears to
care about (and erjoy) their environment
and where they {ive, they'll grow up te
be concerned citizens and educated duci-
sion makers. ‘

Hobin Kulakouw is executive director of
the Yolo Busin Foundotion, which will
host its fifth annua! Duck Davs Wetlands
Celebration Feb. 7-8. For information, call
530-758-1286. The organization's web ad-
dress is wiww.yolobasin.org.

POINT QOF VIEW, a weekly column in Sunday
Busingss, s aimed at providing an opportunity
for loca! business people and others to express -
their opinions on a subject of current sconamic
interest. Contributions are welcome
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“If there ever was a contest for
who knows the most government
phone numbers by heart, I'd prob-
ably be a finalist,” she said.

It is Kulakow’'s hope that the
Yolo Basin Wetlands Project will
serve not only as a wildlife sanctu-
ary, but an ohservatory for school-
children. The foundation's prima-
ry goal is education.

When completed late next
vear, the project will include a
wildlife sanctuary as well as ar-
eas with public access, where
people can go to observe sandhill
cranes and snow geese.

It will include mostly seasonal
wetland (77 percent), with some
permanent wetland (6 percent),
grassland (16 percent) and ripari-
an woadland (1 percent),

“Why did we do this?,” she
asked. “We worked to ereate the
wildlife area for our children.
This place is for David ... Leah ...
Sarah ... Joey .., Katrina ... Charlie
... she said, listing the names of
several children, including her
own and those whose parents
worked onthe project. ‘

As she listed the names, she
was neartears.

“Gao for it, Robin,” Supervisor
Betsy Marchand said from her
seat near the podium. Marchand
is a member of the foundation's
board of directors and has sup-
ported the project from the start.

“I hope that they will chase

dragonflies, learn about insects,
search for otters, listen for bit-
terns and count geese,” Kulakow
continued, smiling. “I hope this
place will give them the opportu-
nity to grow up to appreciate the
place in which they live.”

“It's such a great occasion at
the end of such a long and produc-
tive struggle,” said Fazio, who was
instrumental in securing federal
funds for the project. “We are
once again in this community tak-
ingthelead.”

Michael Spear, regional direc-
tor of the U.5. Fish and Wildlife
Service for the Pacific Region,
told the crowd this is only the be-
ginning,

“We envision 10,000 acres
here,” he said, Spear presented
Kulakow and the Yolo Basin
Foundation with the National
Wetlands Conservation Award.

In late 1991, the state Wildlife
Conservation Board bought most
of the property on behalf of the
Department of Fish and Game
from PG&E Properties for $4.57
millicn. When construction is
completed by the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers and Ducks Unlimit-
ed, oversight of the area will be
transferred to Fish and Game.

Ducks Unlimited is working

under a contract with the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service with
funding from the corps to design
and buitd the wetlands.

Secretary of the Interior Bab-
bitt spoke of the similarities be-
tween the largest restoration pro-
jectinthe Florida Everglades sys-
tem and the second largest here
in the Yola Bypass. They each in-
clude “a concept of partnership, a
quality of imagination and the im-
portant American ingredient of
individuals.”

He said a woman with a vision
drove each project to fruition.

“Agriculture, wildlife and a dy-
namie urban area can work te-
gether, notexclusively,” said Bab-
bitt. “And I believe that message
has to be spread across the entire
country.

“The corps, for 100 years, suc-
cessfully drained every swamp in
the United States of America,” he
added, evoking laughter. “And
now we're ¢calling on them to put
them back together.”

Brig. Gen. Bruce Scott, com-
mander of the South Pacific Divi-
sion of the Army Corps of Engi-
neers, said he hopes the project
will serve as a role model for oth-
ersacross the nation.

“What a great day to be a sol-
dier, What a great daytobe anen-
gineer,” he said.

“What a spectacular day to cel-
ebrate the culmination of what
many have ealled a unique part-
nership,” added Col. Reese. “This
is but the first in & series of steps
on our way to restoring Californi-
a's natural heritage.”

The project uses canals and
water control structures designed
and constructed by the corpesinan
attempt to most closely simulate
conditions of the bypass more
than 100 years ago, while not ob-
structing the floodway.

[ts creators hope it will eventu-
allyserve asanimportantlink—a
rest stop for migrant birds —
along the Pacific Flyway.
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Robin Kutakow of the Yolo Basin Foundatlon sald she found governmaent workers who dkad the refuge idea but none to champion I

3,000-acre wildlife refuge
designated in Yolo Bypass

By Jim Mayer
Bee Btadl Writer

In winters to come, when the rejuvenated
awamps are full of geese from Adaska and cranes
from Siberia, the Yolo Basin Wildlife Arsa will be
remmembered as the pregerve almost done in by
the Endangered Species Acs.

‘Three thousand acres bebween Davis and West
Sacramento on Monday were ofTicially designat-
ed as the Yolo relupe, which will re-create soma
of the vast marsh that once defined the lower
Sacramento Valley and the swarins af creatures
that feasted among the tules.

But the Yolo project stands out from other af
forta to reverse the diking and draining that has
left just 5 percent of the Central Valley's
marshes in existence - and a growing list of
marsh-dependent species arm-wrestling with ex-
tinctian.

The Grst nolable aceomplishment was convine-
ing Onod-contvel engineers, people responsible
for much of the swump busting, to even allow a
wetland inside the fluad byposs between West
Sucramente and Davis

The second. and even greater, landmark was

the deal signed Monday that supporters say
pruves the Endangered Species Act can be flaxi-
ble.

“Tan often in the envivonmenta! arena we ave
concerned ahout what we can lose," observed Lt.
Col. Mike Stuhr, deputy districi divector for the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in Sacramento.
“We need Lo look at what we can gain”

Stuhr was among the dignitaries chased cff a
leves by rain and inte a Port of Sacramento
ineeting room for the official signing and provia-
mations ending years of difficuit negotiations

“It'y prebably a great day o be a duek.” Stube
said, speaking of the weather, 1ot the promised
marsh.

Universally, the dignitaries gave credit to en-
vironmental advocates with the Yolo Basin
Foundation for ensuring the vision to restore the
bypass was not blinded by the sometumes limited
vision of government agencies.

“It is not possible fov this kind of project tu gv
forward . . ualess committed citizens hold our
feet to the fre,” said state Rescurves Secretary
Douplag Wheeler,

Please see WETLANDS, pnge Bt

Project supporiers hope endangered spacies
are lured to the reiuge. They agree to accept
any habitat damage done by maintenance,

* * The Sacramento Bes Final » Tuesday, April 26, 1994

Wetlands: Plan inspired
during Putah Creek fight

Cantinued from page Bl

Robin Kulakow, executive direc-
tor of the Yolo Basin Feundation,
said she found goverament em-
ployees who liked the idea but nu
one who would champion it.

"There has to be someene out-
side of government with the [ree-
dom to talk with everyone,” she
said. “I vould listen to everyone's
stary and see where we agree and
disagree and then propose aolu-
tiona. 1 was free to ask for help.”

Yolo environmentalists
dreamed up the project during the
drought as they tried w0 save Pu-
tah Creek.

The small stream once roiled
out of the Coast Range and
dumped inte the swampy low-
lands that in wet seasons were
filled by the overfowing Savri-
mento River.

The creek 13 now hlocked by
Monticello Dam, which forms
Lake Berrvesse. And the creek’s
terminug 18 now the bypass, the
enpineered refief valve that chan-
nels water avound wban Sacra-
mento.

Steve Chuingy, alsc with the
firundation, sald the hard part
wasn't coming uwp with the §12
millien to buy und build the wet-
lands on 3,000 acres of land.

The difficulty came when the
dream collided with Lthe history of
stalemate between flood-control
and wildlife agenmes over main-
Iaining exisiing levees in ways aol
harmlul to endangered species,

Flond-rontry! enginears wers

concerned that the vefuge would
attract protected species, and that
would hamstring maintznance in
the bypnss.

Praject supporters do hape that
endangered species arve lured to
the refuyge - restoring habitat is a
key stratcgy in reviving those spe-
cies. But wildlife agents said they
would accept any hobitat damage
done by maintenance because it
wanld be under those conditions
that creatures find the new
marsh,

The agreement signed Monday
goes that far.

Fleod-control engineers also
wanted to be promised that future
maintenance operations would
not be affected because of any new
apecies added 1o the list.

"You don't have te back up
many years to when we had two or
three endangered species in this
area,” said Ray Barsch, executive
directnr of Lhe state Reclamation
Board, which is charged with le-
vee maintainence. “Now we have
four or f[ve. In a few yeurs, we
mighl have 15 that makes this
apreement look pretty solt ™

But wildlife agenls said ther
couldn’t make such a promise
And after months of debute every-
one finally agreed to & leap ol
faith,

“We renlly felt they were going
as lavr as they could go,” Barsch
said. "But il you look at the big
picture this 5 un attempt o re-
tryeve something that was kere lo
orgin with”



3,500-acre Yolo Basin
Wildlife Area dedicated

Environmental protection
reached a milestone Monday with
the official designation of the
Yolo Basin Wildlife Area.

County Supervisor Betsy Marc-
hand "gald establishment of the
wetlands is the culmination of a
great deal of work

“It shows that agencies can

work together for a common
project,” she said this morning.
The Yolo Basln Wildlife Area
“will be here for future genera-
tions,” :

Local and federal officlals gath-
ered on a levee overlooking the
3,500 acres of the project located
between Davis and West Sacra-
mento but were forced by Mon-
day’s rain inside to a meeting
room to sign documenis that will
re-establish about 2,500 acres of
seasonal and permanent wetlands,

The restoration project will re-
store 77 percent of the seasonal
and 8 percent of the perennial
wetlands, 16 percent of the up-
lands and grasslands and 1 per-

. < Marchand, who has been a pro- cent of the riparian forest in the
Koren Langer/The Dally Democrat ponent of the project for years, area. :

Boyd Gibbons, left, director of the stale Department of Fish and said she considers it “probably — The Army Corps of Engineers

: : ‘ the most exciting thing I have will design and construct canals,
Game, ond David Kennedy, director of the state Depariment of been Invalved with since I have water-control structures, dikes,

-A-14

the Yolo Basin Wildlife Area.

The Daily Democrat/Tues./Apr, 26, 1994

sors.”

Water Resources sign documents Monday officially designating been on the Board of Supervi- roads and gates to create and

See WILDLIFE, bock page

Wildlife
Continved from Page 1
maintain the wetlands areas.

Spearheaded by the Yolo Basin
Foundation, the project upon wiil
be managed completion by the
state Department of Fish and
Game.

. The project is scheduled to
begin this summer.

The agreements signed by the
Bureau of Reclamatlon, the DFG,
the state Department of Water
Resources and the U.S. Fish ang
Wildlife Service .end an impasse

between environmental wildlife
groups and flood-control agencies.

Those agencles, charged with
maintaining the levee system in
the Yolo Bypass, have resisted
efforts by wildlife groups to desig-
nate the area a refuge which
would protect endangered species
that use the refuge for habitat.

The agreements stipulate that
the wildlife groups would allow
levee malntenance to continue,
evftls] {f some babltat damage re-
sults.
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Retuge in a flood channel

he groundbreaking ceremonies this

morning for 1he creation of a $16 mil-
ton wildlife refuge in the Yolo Bypass flood
channel west of Sacramento represents the
cubmination of seven years of effort by envi-
ronmentalists and a wide range of federal,
state and local officials. Nearly all agree that
much of the credit for finally bringing these
disparate interests together belongs to Rob-
in Kulakow, executive director the Yolo Ba-
sin Foundation.

The big question for the future is whether
this same spirit of cooperation can be pre-
served once the construction is finished and
the birds move in.

The project euvisions reconfiguring 3,400
acres of the flood channel with trees, brush
and ponds that would provide an important
new habitat along the Pacific Flyway. The
work won't restore the area to its natural
state but aims instead at creating a hybrid
environment that would be more hospitable
to wildlife yet still not interfere with the use
of the bypass for flood protection.

he record of success for artificial wet-

lands projects of this kind is mixed;
people just aren’t as experienced yet as
Mother Nature at building habitats. But
state and federal flood control officials are
satisfied they've come up with a design that
won't interfere with current operation of the
bypass. And state Fish and Game officials
are confident they can construct all that ad-
ditional marsh area in a way that will still
keep the resulting mosquito population low
enough so that there won't be any threat to
public health.

The Corps of Engineers acknowledges,
however, that its calculations only apply te
the way the bypass is being run now, not to
any changes that may be made in the years
ahead. One of the options currently under
consideration for enhancing flood protection
for the Sacramento metropolitan area calls
for passing much preater volumes of water
into the bypass during extremely rainy peri-
ods. That would require major structural
changes in the bypass itself. But the Army
engineers haven't determined how those
changes might conflict with the new habitat
area — or if there'd be any conflict at all.

he guestion is important because much

of the success of the habitat depends
ultimately upon the good will of the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, an agency that
has often received low marks as a coopera-
tive partner. The feds signed a formal agree-
ment in 1994 promising not to interfere with
the state’s initial plan for the habitat. But
once endangered species settle there, or if
changes have to be made for flood protec-
tion, that attitude could change. The Fish
and Wildlife biologists made no promises for
the future, and state officials argued in 1994
that they had no choice but to make a leap of
faith that the wildlife agency would act in
good faith as the project evolves.

The proponents of the wildlife refuge have
had to overcome a lot of bureaucratic resis-
tance to bring about today’s celebration. But
their responsibility won’t end with the turn- !
ing of a first spadeful of earth. There are still -
plenty of questions that won't have answers
until the refuge goes into operation.
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Wetland refuge
benefits county

At long last the Yolo Basin Wildlife Area has l

been achieved.

It almost didn't happen because different agen- _
cies just couldn’t come together. But because some -

people were very persistent there is now a refuge for
wildlife on 3,000 acres between Davis and West
Sacramento, which will re-create a vast wetland,
reversing — if only a little — the effort to dike and
drain the Central Valley marshes.

County Supervisor Betsy Marchand said the .

wildlife area is a culmination of a great deal of work

and “shows that agencies can work together for a

commnion project.
Marchand, who has been a proponent of the
project for years, said she considers it “probably the

most exciting thing I have been involved with since I -

have been on the Board of Supervisors.” _

We can credit the Yolo Basin Foundation and
people like Robin Kulakow with having the vision to
pursue the wetlands area. Kulakow is executive
director of the Yolo Basin Foundation, and was
quite correct when she said that people outside of
government offen have to talk to everyone, look for
agreements and disagreements, and build from
there., Too often, patty turf wars between state,
federal and local agencies keep sensible things from
being done.

To bring about the wetlands area the foundatwn
first had to come up with $12 million to buy and
build the refuge. That wasn't tough. The hard part

was working with flood-control and wildlife agencies

over levee upkeep that wouldn’t be harmful to

endangered species. Flood control people were |.
worried that if protected species were drawn to the
refugee they couldn’t perform needed levee mainte- -
nance. But wildlife managers said they could live .|

with such problems because protected species in-the

long run would have a place to go. In the long run, -

however, we have a case where people have worked

together to retrieve something that was originally

here to being with. Coedperation toward a specific

goal is never in vain. And cooperation to protect P
endangered species is a vallant goal Tt
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‘What, we agree"

Interestingly enough the recently dedicated State Wﬂdhfe Area in the
Yolo Bypass at the‘Putah Creek Sinks received no opposition.

How can this be? We’re Californians and nnthlng gets approval without a
fight.

It must be because the project has such high ideals. Or, maybe it’s because
no one was looking and they slipped something good by us before we
realized it. At any rate, the project will become a reality and nobody is
kicking.

Another odd, but wonderful angle in the development of the Yolo Basin
Wildlife Area is the involvement of the US Army Corps of Engineers. As we
recall, they are the people who constructed the levees, saving us from floods,
enabhng vast areas of land to be developed, and helpmg us manage our
water.

While accomplishing these necessary achievements, in the name of
progress, we lost sight of some fragile balances in nature. It’s encouraging to
see the possibility of the pendulum of habitat destruction beginning to
swing back to more comfortable levels.

Hopefully, West Sacramentans will realize what they have right in their
backyard. It's an opportunity to watch the restoration efforts unfold. The
Yolo Basin Foundation needs your generous assistance to continue its work
in educating the public about the value of preserving our native wildlife and
to create a place of beauty for generations to come. To join, call them at 756~
7248 or write Yolo Basin Foundation, P.O. Box 943, Davis, CA 95617.
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‘olo: Working together

from page B!

1Yol Environmental Resource

wer, the Yolo Basin Founda.

3 nnd the Yolo Land Trust

shepticnl politicians have been

thel conservetion con-

‘né can b addressed without
opiag ult development or alsen-
g wrere
Tt wes m matter of geiling peo-
y %0 work together and cooper-
¢ to preserve snd enhance nalu.
| ressurces.” said Yelo
ipgrviser Betsy Marchand. Co-
eration, she said, js hard work.
resyone’s concerns must be re-
ecied. Every obatacle must be
axied througit

"We don'l have enough meney

this county t be fighting and

ing and carrying on.” she said
jo-wm LIy O UBE NesOUCCES (O Qet
wnething done ™

Resources are always relative

wlo_ even Chainey agrees, is not

osemite “Thes is not an arep
here peophe come n live among
poctacelar landscapes.” e xaid

That reality previousls encour
ged Yol copservatiomsls Lo ex-
ort their aclivism Today it
hapes the current agenda. Pre-
ermang Yolos groundwater is as
mPofIANL &% s ing odk trees To.
pawn frelds wrc “open space *

And increasingly, Yolo s find.
B inspiration in what once was

Putak and Cache cresks are
lammed snd diverted But they
wce tumnbied freely out of the
“oast Range and Aecded the Yolo
mmn, now Lhe engineered bypess
[he broed swamp that apparenty
pmrned the County its name - Yolo,
wme hisianan= say, 15 the Indian
wird for tule - was bong ago con-
werted- by the U8 Army inta s
wide slarm drein 1o save Sacra-
mento from its namesake rver

Today the top Yalo gal s to
manage .the Qoodwas gad farm-
land in & wey also conducive to
wildlife. After lour hard rears. the
Yolu Basin Foundaiian now pre-
dicts it in only » vear away (rom
“bresking pround” on & 3.100-atre
cestoration propect where Putah
Creek Mlow into the bypass

Having #6wn Sapperalion. con-
servationista are hatvesung hope.
Thes_vear, some basin growers

their teand, and thousands
of tundra swan. geese snd white
pelicans are winlering there.

Why Yeio? The university 15 a
soutce 6f science and education
and comradery. Envirenmental-
m Bas always been politic in Da-
vis -where the Srerra Club bonses
it hughesl per capits mrmbaor-
ship The agrwcultyral tradition 1s
stiit dominant here - by nature.
ropserving furer. And the vouniy
1& smell enough far personol rels-
twnships between the major plas-
ers A miorsty af loce] officials
u=aally stand by commuments fu
wontrsl urhan development. And
s vanpresaman. Rep Vie Fazo
D-Wesl Sacramento. has deliv-
ered ledera) money for tachnical
sldies

But those factors have long
been prasent. W bar's changed. oh-
servers smy ¢ the emergence of a
Tew prreanalities who have in-
spired sctviets #nd sovtied ahx-
etir<, who have blonded scientulic
under<anding and diplomacy

Uraney for example. works for
Jones and ihey Associales. a
Sucramenty firm (hat has buomed
prepanng environmental studres
required for major developments
and government prajects

He muslered Lhose =kills st Pu-
tab Creek. and lrarned etill more

s impartant tp bBve a sus
wained eflort, “pol just dabble.” he
sad Set Sights on reahstic acoom-
plishmencs Respect diverse iater
este and be patient with advergar-
tes Don't just Rght_

=If ¥ou can’L have fun and enjov
youreell your Energy is gDing ks
drv up and blow awsy ™ he said
=l s bard W pustan when you are
st being anem "

T Taepgs and it wife Suann
Camimers Stk Nake aeerates o

biology lrom Davie. Beedy also
worhks st Jones and Stokes. Sand-
ers, who was deep in Putah Creek,
is _mathering their two children
full-time, Beedy remembers the
night :n their Wondiand home
whea Supervicer Marchend ar-
rived a8 an adversary snd left as
an alhy He remembers vears be-
fore telling his then-girlfriend -
convincingly - Lhal it wasn't
enough e understand bialogy

“Ax hiologists.” Sanders =aid,
“¥ou can't help but cere ghout
what vou study. Just g0 much has
been losi vou feel compelled to
save what s lel.”

Robin Mulakow alsa was hap-
tized in Putah Creek, A former
Farest Serace soils scientist. Ku-
fakow discovered that restering
the creei was s social Nght as
much es a scientific one. She now
is executive director of the Yolo
Basin Foundation. whose vision is
1o meke wildlile welcome in Lhe
hypass, homnning wilh where Pu-
Lith Creek Nows intn the basin

“What got me rrcited was when
1 realized tundra swans came
from Lhe arctic to spend the win-
1er in Yein Countr.” Kufakow
gaid It makes this an imiportant
pluce thal should be 1uken care
ul~

Bob Schneider, nnw unserve
tion chayr of the local Sierra Club
chapter. co-nunded the Califormia
Wildernesz Coalition in his
yaungetr vears, then bevame 2
burlder Schneidsr is warking
with Yol farmers Lo map the best
sails and encourage thewr prreses
votion "It became phvinus to me
that we developers, no niatter how
much we carer. would pave uver
Yolp County,” he said

1t is w parthership born of ne-
cossity, said prower Richard Rem.
nger. whose Tamily has steward-
ed Yok land for 120 vears. The
1980= Teal estale b pushed
easiward up Intersiate 84 from
the Bay Area end spilled west-
ward nver Lhe Sacremento River

“There was an |ncreasing
awareness of the innis of aur rre
sourtes. more concern aboul what
i wall oak ke in the futane " sud
Rominger. directnr of the siate
Drepartient of Food and Agrual-
ture during the 19705 "Faprs
heve heen people at work Lo find
where wa have eommon pround.”
he said, “rather than enipdiasize
thu dilferences."

Yolo finds that ¢

By Jim Mayer
Bre S1ail Hriler

“The peonle in Davis hava a long
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4i1th the ety of Sscramento i Ihe background. dlack crawned night herens raost in willow tregs on the Canaway Ranch in the Yold basin

act with the covirnnment they are
wOSt in contact wilh.” sawd Tharmoy.
a Davis alumnus. a landscape archi
tect and choirmen of the Putah

| histery of earing about the ennron: ol Caunel

lorests

ment someplace el They want to
save Monw Lake and Braziban rain

Chainey and others sat out in the
mid- 19803 Lo increase appreciatinn
for the creek and piant 8 few tress

And so Ut struck Steve Chatney us They drought set in. Concern became
wrwntg that Putah Crock, which faws 2 orsis. And o save the creek tram
sinack-dab threugii <he University of  slaw death, the uneil Inught to get

California. was biurg ignnred

water relewsed Prem Monticells Dam

Peapie feed to respeet and inter-  at Lake Berrrueaza

“We werp prupeiled into the politi-
cal arana big time,” Chainey said

Lawsuit:, Congressmen. Emergun.
v legislaton. After all, this was wa-
Ler. Although lish have died ang
trees have wiited, the creek abides.

The skirmish st Putah Creeh wos
the Lexingtan and Concord for a con-
servptan revolution in Yalo County.
b 15 e that fasnrs enmpromise nver
confrontativn. educalion over rhetu.
nic. realigmoover idenlism

“Instead ol putling oue fires, we are

ooperation aids environment

{rying to create something new.” said
Suzan Sanders. co-chnirwoman of the
Putah Creek Council.

The Sierra Club is working with
the county farm buregu to preserve
agriculture o the best soils, Canser.
valianists have growery, wildife bio).
ogista and fuod control engineers all
warking to restore habitat in the Yola
Sypasy

The iast five years has givan risc to

Mewsesee YOLO, puga By

=_Tha Sacrsmentn Qas F

Conserving close to home
Yolo Caunty enviconmerialigls say hghdng for Pulan
Creek tughi them the va

iua of realistic campromse
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